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1  Section  2  of  reports,  subject  as  above,  are  forwarded  for 
evaluation  in  accordance  with  para  4b,  AR  525' 15. 


2.  The  information  contained  in  these  reports  is  provided  to  insure 
that  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  are  used  to  the  benefit 
of  future  operations  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training 
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3. "  Information  of  actions  initiated  as  a  result  of  your  evaluation 
should  be  forwarded  to  the  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development, 
ATTN:  DAFD-0TT,  within  90  days  of  receipt  of  this  lett 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


30  April  1971 


SUEJECTi  Operational  he-prt  of  5th  Battalion  16th  Artillery  For  Period 
Ending  30  ^pril  1971.  KC3:  CSFQR-65  (R-3). 

SECTION  II  LESSONS  LEARNED 

1.  (U)  Defense  of  Medium  and  Heavy  Artillery  Ifysesi 

In  uodiun  end  heavy  artil'ery  b  .tte-ries  vhero  Flechettt  Anti-Personnel  Rounds 
(eoa-Hive)  are  not  av,. liable,  it  has  boun  found  th..t  firing  HE  with  a  uininun 
burst  tiuo  sotting  (Killer  Junior)  hr.d  the  best  effect  -  both  physical  and 
psychological  -  for  Defensivu  ?ir63.  To  insuro  their  effectivness,  instruction 
should  be  givon  to  e*ch  howitzer  section  on  t  rgets  locutod  at  different  ranges, 
also,  on  shooting  not  only  on  level  ground  but  on  slopes.  Placing  a  range  card 
showing  quadrants  and  fuze  settings,  in  each  suction  will  also  enhance  the  results. 

2.  (U)  Artillery  Movement  Along  Unsecure  Roads. 

In  Moving  self  propelled  batteries  along  unsecured  ro^ds,  it  wes  found  that 
main  losses  c;xie  net  fr:  u  active  onoiiy  activities  but  from  rJLnos.  Not  only  nust 
the  road  be  swept  prior  to  moveuent,  but  j.lso  a  careful  watch  nust  be  kept  for 
freshly  unplaced  nines  during  nova.ont.  A  ruthod  that  helped  in  this  respect 
was  to  use  a  helicopter  at  low  level,  to  blow  dust  off  of  the  road,  rcvoaling  fresh 
nine  emplacements.  Docause  of  nines,  it  was  not  practical  even  with  armored 
cavalry  providing  security,  to  resupply  remote  firobnsos  by  convoy.  Enough  supplies 
Cun  be  curried  in  on  the  initial  insertion  to  allow  resupply  by  CH-47,  on  an  es 
needud  basis.  This  would  release  units,  that  would  ncrinlly  be  used  for  resupply 
convoys,  for  other  Missions. 

3»  (ti)  Change  in  Mission  For  a  Medium  Artillery  Battery. 

The  mission  of  xvodiun  .Jtillery  batteries  in  the  Republic  of  Viotnon  (with  soine 
receptions  in  the  Mech  Units)  is  General  Roinfcrcing  or  General  Support.  When 
used  in  the  direct  suppot  role  Instead  of  the  norual  direct  support  artillery, 
additiunJ.  burdens  are  placed  on  all  concerned,  The  Madiuu  ijrtillery's  TQLE 
does  not  provide  for  LNO's  or  FO's  for  this  typo _ of  Mission,  If  the  FO's  fretfl  the 
nomal  DS  battery  arc  used  they  ere  often  reluctant  to  call  in  closo  firos 
when  needed,  us  they  are  unfamiliar  with  the  effects,  and  Many  tiaos  uso  More 
rounds  th_n  would  norually  bo  used  to  accomplish  the  Mission.  Tho  forward 
observer  nooded,  in  tost  cases,  additional  training  in  the  uso  of  uediun  artillery 
and  the  offocts  that  they  achieved.  The  use  of  nediun  artillary  in  the  DS  role, 
in  support  of  Infantry, docs  not  provide  the  most  effective  utilization  of  the 
artillery's  firepovor.  The  noru.l  reinforcing  Mission  is  core  appropriate  and 
should  be  adhered  to,  if  at  all  possiblo,  when  light  artillery  is  available. 

4.  (U)  Disposition  of  LNO's  and  FO's  During  Stand  Down 

When  a  field  artillery  unit  is  standing  down,  the  continued  effective 
utilization  of  LNO's  and  FO's  to  supported  units  becoues  g  problem.  Should  another 
artillery  unit  be  designated  to  take  over  the  mission,  tho  LNO's  and  FO's  should 
bo  reassigned  to  tho  new  artillery  unit.  In  doing  this,  there  will  bo  Mininun 
of  confusion  and  operational  time  lost.  It  was  found  that  an  LNO  or  on  F0  could 
be  cleared,  reassigned  and  b..ck  on  the  job  in  48  hours.  The  reuaining  LNO's  and 
FO's  were  able  to  provide  support  during  thie  period  so  there  wus  nininun 
operational  loss. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

IncI  I 


30  pril  ll,7l 


AVGG»Fiu3-0P  CONFIDENTS 

SlluJwCT;  Operational  Report  of  5th  3?ttulion  16th  artillery  For  Poriod  Ending 
30  April  71.  nCS :  CSA)  -65  (R-3). 

5.  Emplacement  of  Sensor  Devices  in  Htavy  Jungle: 

When  sensor  devices  (duffel  bv.g)  were  first  emplaced  in  the  Cc.ntr-1  Highlands 
us  an  early  warning  system,  they  were  dropped  from  an  aircraft  (helicopter)  ,jid 
their  location  was  then  plotted  on  a  r>ap  fro;:  the  air.  When  it  then  becm.e 
desirable  for  the  DuftY.1  Bag  strings  to  be  rtore  accurately  located,  they  were 
dropped  from  an  aircraft,'  but, this  tine  a  MPQ-4  Radar  employing  a  double  bear, 
scan  was  used  to  give  grid  coordinates  that  would  be  effective  up  to  50  niters. 

Loth  methods  proved  ineffective  however;  for  the  first  relied  principally  on 
the  viewers  ability  to  read  a  map,  and  the  secoxid  because  the  radar  picked  up 
only  62%  of  the  sensors  that  were  dropped.  Therefore,  it  was  determine!  that  .n 
order  for  the  Duffel  3ag  progrui  to  be  effective  each  position  would  h  ve  to  be 
surveyed.  BeC,  use  of  the  extensive  amount  of  tine  and  the  sizeable  security  force 
that  was  needed  to  unpl-ce  the  systen  using  a  traverse  method,  an  alternative 
Hethod  had  to  be  used  th-t  would  ensure  an  acceptable  accuracy,  ;uid  reduce  the  time 
required  .uid  security  elenent  needed  for  a  traverse. 

Henco,  it  was  det; rained  ttutt  a  triangulation  method  would  bo  used;  first  the 
proposed  sensor  locations  were  plotted  on  a  ..lap;  second  the  survey  te_ui  went  out 
and  taped  six  (6)  bases  long  enough  so  th  t  the  end  points  would  ensure  an 
acceptable  apex  angle;  third,  the  Duffel  3sg  accompanied  the  three  (3)  APC's 
uanuverod  through  the  jungle  to  start  laying  out  their  strings.  On  reaching  a 
point  where  a  sensor  was  to  be  emplaced,  the  e.  .placing  personnel  would  notify 
the  survey  tean  by  radio,  then  the  T-l6  theodolites, that  were  set  up  at  each  end 
of  th,.  appropriate  base,  would  novo  to  the  g<.nur.l  area.  A  pinflore  was  then  fired 
through  the  jun0lo  so  that  the  theodolite  could  butter  locate  the  sensor.  Then  a 
hand  flare  was  fired.  After  recording  that  reading,  a  second  hand  flare  was  fired 
another  reading  vas  taken.  The  two  readings  were  then  moaned.  The  team  in  the 
field  would  then  move  on  to  the  next  location  and  the  procedure  was  repeated,  until 
all  strings  were  «v:placed.  Total  time  to  eiiplace  sensors  using  thi3  method  was 
eleven  ( 1 1 )  days  in  which  twenty-four  (24)  strings,  five  (5)  sensors  per  string, 
were  emplaced. 
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AVW-FAB.OP  (30  Air  71)  lit  Iml(U) 

SUBJECT  j  Operation*!  Report-Las son*  learned  of  5th  B*tt*^*?^l 
5WKI  ffi£  ArtillorJ  for  Pori-  kail*  30  April  1971,  Ml 
CSFOR-65  (R-3) 


Hqj  52nd  Artillery  Group,  APO  #318,  8  fcy  71 
mm  i  ConMAdlng  Offioer,  SRAC  Artillery,  APO  #350 
TOi  ACSFQRj  DA,  Washington,  DC,  20310 
Subject  report*  here  been  reviewed  and  are  approval. 

i  JAMBS  K.  WROTH 
\J0L,  FA 

'  ^Joeananding 


AVFA-AT-0  (30  April  1971)  2d  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  »\.enort-Lessons  Learned,  headquarters  5th  Battalion, 

16th  artillery  for  ieriod  landing  30  April  1971,  ACb  CSFOa-65  U-3)  (U) 

DA,  Headquarters,  Second  Aagional  Assistance  Command  Artillery,  ATTN:  a/F.»-aT-j, 

m  963 50  *  14  MAY  1971 

TO:  Commanding  General,  Second  Regional  Assistance  Command,  AK)  9^350 

This  headquarters  has  evaluted  subject  OilLL  and  forwarding  indorsement  and  concurs 

FOR  THL  COMMANDER: 


BILWrti.  WuLhii 
Lieutenant  Colonel, .FA 
Adjutant 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
Headquarters  United  States  Army  Forces,  Military  Region  2 
APO  San  Francisco,  96350 


AVFA-OC  3rd  Ind  2 1  JW 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  of  5th  Battalion,  16  Field 
Artillery  for  Period  Indies  30  April  1971,  RGS  CSR3R-65  (R3)(U) 


Coanmnding  Officer 
United  States  Amy  Vietnam 
ATTN:  AVHDO-DO 
APO  96375 


This  headquarters,  has  reviewed  the  attached  report,  considers  it  adequate 
and  concurs  with  the  contents. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Assistant  AC 
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AVHDO-DQ  (30  Apr  ?l)  4th  Ind 

SDBJHJTi  Operational  Report  of  5th  Battalion,  16th  Artillery  For  Period 
ftiding  30  April  1971*  RCSi  CSFOR-65  (H3) 

headquarter*,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  gg  SEP  1971 

TO  1  Coaaander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  ATTNi  GPOP-FD, 

APO  96558 

Thi*  Headquarters  hae  reviewed  the  Operational  Report  Leseone  Learned 
for  the  period  ending  T-  April  1971  from  Headquarters,  5th  Battalion, 
l6th  Artillery  and  concurs  with  comments  of  indorsing  headquarters. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER j 


Cy  fumi 
5/l6th  Arty 
SRAC 


HONSOWETZ 
rCPT.  A  G  C. 

Assistant  Adjutant  General 
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<»tr-F9  (SO  ifr  71)  3th  Xa4  (U) 

'  IVBJICTi  Optratlaaal  taport-Laaaeaa  Laaraad.  HQ  18th 
Art  Ulan.  Nrl«4  Badlag  30  April  1971. 

tet  cirot-is  (n)  (u) 

IQ.  If  ktur»  faalfia,  AFO  Sbb  rmelico  9(338  \  NOV  1S71 

TO*  IQ DA  (1AFD-ZA),  WASH  DC  20310 

Thi«  haadqaartara  entati  1b  aubjaet  raport  aa  ladoraad. 
FOB  III  COMMAIDKK  XI  CHIEF i 


L. H.  OUKX 
API.  AOO 

Aaat  Afl 
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AVGG-FA..-OP  5  May  1971 

SUBJECT i  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  of  1st  Battalion,  92d  Artillery 
for  the  Poriod  Ending  30  April  1971,  RCS:  CSlrOJU65  (R~3)  (U) 


2,  (C)  Lessons  Learned: 

a.  Personnel:  Hone 

b.  .  Intelligence:  None 


c.  Operations: 

(l)  Gunship  Employment 


(a)  Observation:  Gunships  were  effectively  employed  at  the  beginning  of 
the  battle  by  the  1-92d  LKO.  Once  the  situation  became  critical,  personnel  from 
various  other  agencies  attempted  to  control  the  aircraft,  leading  to  more  con¬ 
fusion,  (See  tfter  aotion  report  on  battle  of  Phu  Nhon,  attached) 
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AVGC-FAA-QP  5  May  1971 

SUEJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  of  1st  Battalion,  92d  Artillery 
for  the  Period  Ending  3C  April  1971,  RCS:  CSFO -65  (*t-3)  (U) 


(b)  Evaluation:  Gunahi  )8  were  not  used  to  their  fullest  due  to  the 
lock  of  control  and  coordination.  This  likewise  hindered  the  en  loyiient  of 
artillery. 

(c)  Recommendations :  That  an  overall  fire  support  coordinator  be 
aoooirrtcd  by  th  .  highest  headquarters  involved  in  tho  operation.  His  team 
should  include  both  U.S.  and  Vietnamese  artillery,  army  aviation  and  Air 
Force  personnel. 

(d)  Command  Action:  Discussions  were  held  with  representatives  of 
Ploiku  Sector,  II  Corps,  '  nd  the  20th  Engineer  Battalion  to  effect  coordi¬ 
nation,  but  to  little  a -v.il . 

(2)  U.S.  Artillery: 

(a)  Observation:  The  Vietnamese  personnel  initially  were  reluctant  to 
uso  U.S.  artillery  fire  support. 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  tactical .situation  grew  critical  when  perh. .ps  con- 
t-ct  could  have  been  broken  by  the  use  of  ortillery  fires. 

(c)  Recou  endations:  That  Vietnamese  personnel  be  made  eware  of  the 
support  available  to  them  and  the  effectiveness  it  can  produce  prior  to  tho 
initiation  of  such  actions. 

(d)  Cou.ir.nd  Action:  Liaison  officers  and  forward  observers  from  this 
unit  were  kept  with  Vietnamese  units,  and  were  eventually  able  to  show  what  we 
could  do  for  them. 

(3)  Perimeter  Security: 

(a)  Observation:  Our  defense  of  Phu  Nhon  was  successful  primarily  bc- 
ca.uso  of  adherence  to  the  ba.sics  of  por-ition  defense,  specifically  having  alert 
guards  and  deep,  simple  fox  holes,  which  allowed  good  grazing  fire. 

(b)  Evaluation:  horo  effort  should  bo  s^ent  in  keeping  guard  personnel 
alert  'nd  motivated  than  in  constructing  elaborate,  extensive  defensive  barriers 
around  positions, 

(c)  Reocixiendntion:  methods  of  keeping  guards  alert  bG  stressed  in  peri¬ 
meter  defense  classes, 

(d)  Coro  '.and  Action:  This -battalion  has  in  effoct  the  follbwing  proce*  . 
durea  to  car  1st  in  developing  an  djlpdnta  ining  guard  alertness* 

(1)  Guards  arc  briefed  on  the  current  one  y  situation  at  guardnount. 

(2)  Soup  and  Coffoe  arc  delivered  to  guards  throughout  the  night. 
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AVGG-TAA-CP  J  Mry  1971 
SUBJECT!  Operational  Report- Lessons  Learned  of  1st  Battalion,  92d  Artillery 
for  the  Period  Ending  30  April  1971 ,  .ICS:  CSFOR-65  (R-3)  (U) 


(3)  The  Ct  checks  ecch  perimeter  position  hourly. 

(4)  Comic  checks  aro  node.  with  each  perimeter  position  hourly. 

d,  Organisation:  None 

0.  Training!  None 

f.  Logistics!  None 

g.  Con*  ’.unications : 

(1 )  Equipment  status ! 

(n)  Observation:  Wien  the  battalion  is  spread  out  as  far 
been  in  our  support  mission,  communications  vdth  the  more  distant 
tions  is  virtually  impossible, 

(b)  Evaluation:  More  communications  equipment  is  needed 
to  perform  our  Jobs  at  optimum  effectiveness  in  such  an  extended  configuration. 
Current  TCEs  arc  tinrealistic  considering  the  situation. 

(c)  Recommendations:  That  Corps-  or  Army-wide  facility  be  established 
from  which  units  nay  draw  required  non-TOE  or  above  TOE  communications  equipment . 
This  facility  should  be  undor  the  direct  control  of  the  Corps  (Field  Force) 
Operations  section.  When  missions  are  assigned,  the  equipment  needed  to  perform 
them  con  be  provided, 

(d)  Com.  and  Action:  The  battalion  borrowed  additional  equipment  from 
our  support  agencies  and  neighboring  units  to  meet  out  requirements,  pending 
subcission  of  a  request  to  change  the  TOE, 

h.  Material :  ITono 

i.  Other:  None 


as  we  have 
firing  posi- 


to  allow  us 
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LTC,  FA 

1,  lift  of  locations  Commanding 

After  Action  Aiport  of  battle  at  Thu  ttxro 
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ATO0-7AJUQP  (5  fay  ?i)  1st  Ind(U) 

SOBJICTt  Operational  Report- Lessons  I/samed  of  1st  Battalion,  92nd 
Held  Artillery  for  Period  Mia*  30  April  1971,  ROB* 
CSFQR-65  (H-3) 


QA,  Hq,  32nd  Artillary  Group,  APO  963IB,  8  May  ?i 
THHJi  CoMunding  Officer,  SRjLC  Artillery,  APO  96350 
tO»  ACSFQR,  DA,  Washington,  DC,  20310 


Subject  raporta  hava  bean  reviewed  and  are  approvod. 


\ 
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MBS 


▲VTA-iX-0  (9  Mwr  71)  M  laft  (O) 

SUUKSi  oWntln—l  fUf«rt  .  Lumi  Unmai,  1*  Battalia*  9*  Flaii 
ArtUlarj  te  fm i*  MUc  JO  Ajril  1JT1  MS  MMUJ  UUJ)  (0) 

DA,  lnAprl«|,  S— Mi  m— ll  iNiltUM  CMBMi  ATtUlWJ,  iXUl 

um33T«  w»uMrfln 

TO i  CMMaiiag  Qaaaral,  Hwoi  Baglanal  Aaaiatanoa  0»aud,  APO  94390 

This  h«aiqMvt«ra  kai  anduatad  aabjaet  QBLL  ui  tmm41a§  laferaaMat  od 
oaaaora* 

#oa  nu  oowuxDtti 


SIGNED 

BILL!  M  HALIM 
Liwxtanaat  Oil— 1 ,  Ik 
Adjutant 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
Headquarters  United  States  Army  Forces,  Military  Region  2 
APO  San  Francisco,  96350 


3rd  Ind 


1?  JUN  “13/1 


SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  let  Battalion,  92d  Field 

Artillery  for  Period  Ending  30  April  1971  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R-3)(U) 


Commanding  Officer 
United  States  Army  Vietnam 
ATTN:  AVH DO-ID 
APO  96375 


This  headquarters,  has  reviewed  the  attached  report,  considers  it  adequate 
and  concurs  with  the  contents. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


LTC.  AGC 
Adjutant  Ceoeral 
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iVTrm-m  (3  May  71)  4th  Ind  ,  , 

a,BJ*T'  <*)(») 

HMdaunrten,  United  SUt.n  Am,  ’'letnn.,  APO  S-n  Pmncl.co  96375  S«  SEP  H?1 

TOi  Comnder  In  Chlnf,  United  States  Am,  Pnclflc,  Arm.  CPOP-FD, 

APO  96558 

ThU  Headquarter*  hae  revie*«i  the  Operational  Repo: rt'Lf8!°^f+^f"f 
for  tha  period  ending  30  April  19?1  fro®  Headquarters,  let  Battalion, 

92d  SiTSSuSjMd  concurs  *ith  comments  of  indorsing  headquarters. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER i 


Cy  furni 
l/92d  Arty 
SRAC 


y'hkicZi  /tX?£  v  . 

/Jfac  HONSOWETZ 

/  CPT.  A  G  C  . 

Assistant  Adjutant  Genarat 
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GPOP-FD  (5  May  71)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  HQ  92d  Field 

Artillery,  Period  Ending  30  April  1971, 

RCS  CSFOR-65  (R3)  (U) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  1  NOV  197) 

.TO:  HQDA  (DAFD-ZA),  WASH  DC  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 


L.H.  OZAJCI 
GPT,  AGC 
Asst  AS 
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AVGG-FiiA-O?  5  ilny  1971 

SUBJECT :  Opomtion.  1  Rcoert-Lessoi.s  Lor.rncd  of  1st  Ir.ttr.  ion,  92  d  Artillery 
for  the  Period  Ending  3 0  April  1971,  F.CS:  CSFOR-65  (It— 3 )  (U) 


Tho  coordinates  of  locations  occupied  by  the  1st  B:.tt.  lion  92d  Artillery  ere 
listed  bclov;. 


LOCATION 

COORDINATES 

Artillery  Hill 

ZA  228536 

FSB  SrjrJi  II 

ZA  111677 

LZ  Wcigt  Dr.vis 

AR  896113 

FSE  6 

YB  935169 

FSB  12 

YB  869256 

FSB  Kelly 

ZA  228535 

FSB  Athene. 

AR  775904 

LZ  Elr.ckhrwk 

BR  035536 

LZ  Miller 

AQ  870936 

Polei  Xrong 

ZA  110911 

LZ  Lonely 

A  ;  852871 

LZ  Action 

BR  262470 

RSB  Schuoller 

BR  367468 

MSB  Buffalo 

BR  479434 

FSE  Crystr.1 

BR  899662 

FSB  Dragon 

ZA  229537 

FSB  Pony 

BR  806832 

FSB  John  Henry 

BR  676706 

Cr  p  Fidel 

BR  896405 

FSB  Mr.rs 

ER  897550 

~~Inclooure  1 


CONFIDENTIAL 


9 


CONFIDENTIAL 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARM? 
HEADQUARTERS ,  1ST  BATTALION,  92D  ARTILLERY 
APO  San  Francisco  9631 8 


AVGG-FAA-OP  29  April  1971 

SUBJECT:  After  Action  Report-Phu  Nhon  Relief  Operation 


lf  (C)  General  Summary:  This  report  covers  U,  S,  Artillery  operations 
la  support  of  the  defense  of  Phu  Nhon  during  the  period  152355  Mirch  1971 
to  212400  Phrch  1971.  The  following  is  the  disposition  of  artillery 
during  this  period: 

FSB  Welgt  Davis  (AR  897117) 

2  x  155mm,  1st  Pit,  Btry  C/l-92  FA 

1x8  inch  and  1  x  175mm,  Btry  B/7-15  FA 

2  x  40mm,  Btry  B/4-60  Arty 

FSB  T.  C,  Miller  (AQ  870998) 

2  x  155mm,  2d  Pit,  Btry  C/l-92  FA 

2  x  40mm,  Etry  B/4-60  Arty 

2  x  105mm  (ARVN),  214th  Sector  Platoon 

12  Lonely  (AQ  852871) 

2  x  1 55mm,  3d  Pit,  Btry  C/l-92  FA 

2  x  40mm,  Btry  B/4-60  Arty 

FSB  St.  George  (AR  8471 A8) 

2  x  105mm  (ARVN),  223d  Arty 

4  x  155mm  (ARVN),  223d  Arty 

AQ  862905' 

6  x  105ram  (ARVN),  Btry  C/232d  Arty 
2a  Intelligence: 

a.  During  the  past  six  months  GVN  pacification  areas  have  been  a  prin¬ 
cipal  target  of  VC/NVA  attacks.  Since  early  February  the  Phu  Nhon  District 
area  has  been  identified  as  the  focal  point  for  the  attacks  in  Pleiku  Province, 
Baaed  upon  normal  enemy  areas  of  operation,  captured  documents  and  agent  re¬ 
ports,  the  K394th  Composite  Battalion  and  the  K1  Battalion  of  the  95B  Regiment, 
both  regular  NVA  units,  were  identified  as  units  active  in  this  area  ae  early 
as  1  February  1971,  Activity  during  the  period  of  1  February  through  15  Mirch 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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AVOOJAA-OP 

SUBJECT t  After  Action  Keport-Phu  Nhon  Relief  Operation 

ooneleted  primarily  of  ooopany-eize  ground  attacks,  harassment,  stand  off 
attacks  and  interdiction  of  QL-14  by  minings  and  ambuaiiaa.  Although  agent 
report#  conoarning  the  Phu  Nhon  nr wore  not  numerous  there  wore  several 
of  poeeible  significance  which  wer»  received  prior  to  the  attaok  of  15-16 
Ifcrah,  These  reports  Identified  chc  ipcation  of  a  battalion-eie#  unit 
approximately  15  kilometers  .South  of  Pnu  Nhon  on  13  Mwah  and  the  arrival 
of  an  artillery  company  approrluately  10  kiiomett.ra  Southeast  of  Phu  Nhon 
cn  14  March.  These  reports  were  fonardad  to  tiw  Pioiku  P^rvinee  S-2,  It 
shoild  he  noted  that  Intel.'  igouee  roportc  of  bettolioc-oizad  elements  are 
not  unusual  In  the  Phi1.  Nhcu  area  end  it  Is  not  surpriainf  that  the  reporte 
received  prior  tp  15  Hiroh  faiiocl  to  warn  sufficiently  of  the  impending 
attack  of  a  regimen bal-srced  element., 

b.  The  well  coordinated  attack  of  15-16  March  was  made  by  a  regimental- 
sised  unit  under  the  conmnd  of  the  HQ  9JK  Regiment.  In  addition  to  the 
K394th  and  tho  K1  Bn/95£,  the  K20  Sapper  Battalion  and  olomenta  of  the  408th 
Sapper  Battalion  r.ro  also  ho'Jicved  to  have  participated,  A  detainee  picked 
up  on  4  April  at  AQ  821839,  approximately  15  kilometers  North  of  Phu  Nhon, 
was  reported  as  being  a  member  of  C~1  0o/lv32  Bn/40th  Artillery  Regiment  as 
a  participating  unit  in  tho  battle.  With  Voo  exception  of  the  document  oap- 
tured  on  18  Mxroh  locating  olio  oom»nd  post' of  tho  95B  Regiment  at  AQ  821955, 
approximately  4  kilometers  Woat  cf  Phu  Nhon,  no  further  information  was  cur¬ 
rently  available  concerning  specific  enemy  disposition  prior  to  the  battle. 
The  anony  was  determined  and  well  prepared.  Intelligence  analyst#  estimate 
that  at  least  one  month '3  preparation  went  into  the  planning  of  this  attack. 
The  enesy'a  heavy  volume  of  fire  and  hi#  ability  to  hold  hi#  positions  for 
as  long  as  he  did  indioate  that  he  was  very  well  supplied  and  had  affective 
eedioal  support. 

3.  Situation! 

a.  On  the  evening  of  15  March  at  2355  hours,  a  North  Vietnamese  force  of 
estimated  regiment"!  cize  initiated  a  sustained  attaok  against  Phu  Nhon 
District  BQ  vAR  868992),  attached  Regional  Forces,  colocated  D.  S,  artillery 
forces  of  2d  platoon,  Battery  C,  1st  Battalion,  92d  Artillery,  and  supporting 
Duster  aooticua  from  Battery  B,  4th  Battalion,  6 Oth  Artillery.  During  the 
course  of  tho  Initial  overling  attaok  tho  North  Vietnamese  foroee,  elements 
of  95B  Regt,  attempted  to  overrun  the  friendly  foroee  utllielng  sapper  st- 
taoka,  assaults  by  fire  with  82:tr.  mortars,  120ta  mortars,  B-40  rockets  end 
ground  assaults.  The  initial  attack  came  from  the  South  against  the  0,  S. 
artillery  aootor  of  tho  porlaeter  held  by  the  Duatera  from  4-60  Arty  and  the 
wen  from  1-92  FA,  The  eany  ai  unable  to  penetrate  this  area  due  to  the 
heavy  volwe  of  tiro  and  the  aggress iveneee  of  the  TJ.  S,  seldiere  la  defense 
tf  the  artillery  sector,  Tho  attaok  then  nevad  t>  the  eastern  perimeter  In 
the  vicinity  of  the  ARVH  artillery  and  ARVN  guard  '.ankers,  The  enemy  pene¬ 
trated  the  wire  iafUetlng  desage  to  facilities  and  causing  oasualtiee  among 
the  death  Vietnamese  defenders,  (See  Inolosure  1.  die. gram  of  the  compound). 
The  B,  S.  liaison  officer  from  1—92  FA  directed  ail  gunshlps  end  other  alr- 
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SUBJECT j  After  Action  Raport-Phu  Nhon  Relief  Operation 

graft  during  the  first  night  and  morning  of  tho  attack.  At  tins#  very 
little  artillery  was  fired  bocause  of  the  danger  of  hitting  airoraft  in  the 
am.  Tha  training  and  ability  of  the  U,  3,  artillery  and  Duster  personnel 
wai •  shown  by  the  fact  that  they  had  killed  21  sapper*  within  10  nstere  of 
the  wire  surrounding  choir  compound.  These  sappers  were  heavily  araed  with 
•atchel  charges,  B-40  rocketa,  Bangalore  torpedoes  and  1M6  rifle*  but  not 
one  artery  guinod  access  to  their  compound,  and  thereby  wer*  uahble  to  infliot 
any  major  damage  or  vounl  any  artillery  parsonnal.  One  Duater  orewman  was 
•ariouely  wounded  fcy  a  ,5'i  Cal  round  after  16  hours  of  fighting.  Confidence 
In  their  j.eadorshlp  and  training  and  a  great  deal  of  individual  initiative 
were  displayed  by  the  artillerymen  throughout  the  5  day  campaign.  Despite 
lack  of  sloop  tho  platoon  was  able  to  perform  their  missions  of  firing  and 
Securing  thoir  own  position  in  an  outstanding  manner. 

b,  Tho  ground  attack  which  was  direoted  against  the  eastern  and  north- 
sea  tern  sides  of  the  perimeter  ran  into  very  little  resistance  from  the 
AXVNs.  The  men  on  the  perimeter  were  never  reinforced  as  those  on  guard 
duty  remained  inside  their  bunkers  with  their  families.  No  reaction  force 
was  formed  until  daylight.  When  the  MACV  compound  was  overrun,  the  AKVN 
Soldiers  brought  thoir  families  to  the  American  bunkers,  Th*  AKVN  artillery 
fired  no  more  than  40  rounds  and  did  not  fire  direct  fir#,  Sappers  were 
running  freely  through  their  compound  with  little  or  no  resistance  enabling 
thorn  to  occupy  several  key  bunkers  and  one  building  while  holding  dependents 
as  hostages.  Finally  at  1 61400  toroh  CS  gas  grenades  were  employed  to 
dear  the  onomy  from  tho  bunkers. 

c.  The  enemy  was  able  to  out  off  road  routes  North  and  South  of  Phu 
Aon  surrounding  the  defending  foroes  and  isolating  them  from  other  friendly 
forces  and  cutting  off  all  normal  land  resupply  during  the  parted  16-20  torch. 
There  wore  pockets  of  enemy  resistance  on  QL-14  South  from  Hr  Thaoh  Village 
(AR  835178)  to  Phu  Nhon  District  HQ  (AR  868992).  Villages  held  by  th* 

enemy  were  located  at  the  following  areas «  AR  865027,  Plei  Tacv-AR  863045, 

Phu  Quang-AR  87C050,  and  Phu  Nhon-AR  862997,  The  2d  Battalion  47th  Regiment 
was  tasked  to  rx>vo  South  and  dear  QL-14.  At  161345  toroh  3rd  Oonpany/2-47 
Regiment  encountered  a  small  enemy  foroe  at  AR  855125  and  exchanged  small 
arms  firo.  The  enemy  force  was  estimated  to  be  a  pletoon-siiad  element,  but 
it  managed  to  pin  down  3rd  Company  effectively,  Quashlpe  were  requested 
and  oontaot  was  broker..  The  unit  continued  South  and  on  18  toroh  the  1st 
and  3rd  Companies  of  2 -4 7th  ran  into  heavy  re a is ta no*  from  the  village 
North  of  Phu  Nhon,  A  U,  S.  oonvoy  esoort,  attempting  to  resupply  our  units, 
arrived  on  the  soene  and  the  commander  offered  the  assistenoe  of  his  four  (4) 
Dusters  and  one  (l)  APC  in  dislodging  the  eneny.  The  Dusters  and  the  APC 
wed  on  the  road  and  provided  fire  support  while  the  two  AKVN  companies 
launched  another  attack.  The  assault  to  the  objsotlvs  was  made  on  line,  but 
the  traoked  vehicles  novod  forward  faster  than  the  ground  troops.  When  the 
oh j active  was  reached  Dusters  were  100  meters  in  front  of  the  ground 
foroes.  The  Dusters  %  under  heavy  fir*  and  one  was  iranobiliaed,  The 
remaining  foroe*  moved  through  the  village  to  the  South  and  after  oonsolid- 
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29  April  1971 


atlng  their  poaition  moved  hack  around  the  village  to  the  East  and  returned 
north  to  thuir  formal*  Inca tier ..  The  Dusters  had  leveled  the  village  where 
the  onony  resistance  was  heavy  later  the  imrxDiIii.ed  Duster  was  recovered. 

Vehicle  resupply  was  found  to  be  impossible  due  to  heavy 
enemy  resistance  along  Ql»-i4,  sc  aerial  resupply  was  utilized.  Throughout 
this  period  the  besieged  allies  were  subjected  tc  daily  attack  by  eneny  82mra 
mortars,  120m  rorrat-s,  R-  reckots  and  small  arns  while  U.  S,  helicoptere 
and  aircraft,  attempt  provide  aerial  resupply  and  aviation  support, 

wore  forced  vo  undergo  devastating  ground  to  air  firo  from  enemy  machine 
gun  positions  encircling  Phu  Nhon. 


d.  The  1st  Battalion  45th  Regiment  nnvod  to  Boon  Blech  on  16  Maroh 
and  was  to  proceed  north  towards  LZ  Lonely  and  link  up  with  the  3rd  Cavalry 
Troop  at  AQ  355839.  Th>-  3rd  Cavalry  loading  the.-  advance  was  ambushed  north 
of  Lonely,  b.t  continued  to  advance  north  toward  Phu  Nhon  after  breaking 
contact.  The  7-45  P-ogincut,  with  the  3/3  Qavairy(-)  attached,  proceeded 
north  to  the.  vicinity  of  aQ  87u965.  Tho  tack  for-,-,  otiat-  under  intense  fire 
from  a  well  fortified  enemy  force.  When  they  attempted  by-pass  the  enemy 
on  tho  austere  flank,  the.  task  ft.rce  begin  caking  nsavy  casualties,  After 
regrouping,  vhe  element  icdo  no  more  assaults  on  17  Lhroh  while  awaiting 
roinforcoEv.rta ,  On  IS  March  ths  1-45  Rogt  *nd  tho  3/3  Cavalry  assaulted  the 
position  again  from  cue  oast  side  of  tho  road  while  tho  newly  arrived  4-45 
advanced  on  tho  west  side  of  the  road.  3/3  Cavalry  received  heavy  casualties 
and  heavy  damage  to  many  of  its  APCs  in  those  assaults  c.r:3  was  rendered  in- 
effe.tiv.  and  moved  to  tho  reo r,  The  1-92  FA  forward  observer  with  this 
’JtSiK  IF;  Siehnfll  Parrish,  did  an  outstanding  jut  during  these  scsaults. 

On  the  morning  of  20  March  an  extensive  artillory  preparation  was  fired  on 
the  enemy  position  and  after  it  wa3  comic  ted,  the  1-4  5th,  4-4  5th  and  2/3/3 
Cl-  vc  liv  -i-r-  ’vc  Vvi  *7  •i-isauit  es  the  brj  ’  L  ■  irs  t"’  rwroEm*  ,r*r.j  reals 
Tho  southern  force  moved  north  and  the  northern  force  continued  south  until 
they  met  at  Phu  Nhon  District  HQ  where  the  enemy  encirclement  had  been  broken. 


e.  Throughout  the  siege  the  U,  S,  Artillerymen  distinguished  themselves 
by  repeated  acts  of  individual  heroism.  During  the  campaign  the  surrounded 
elements  of  C,2d  p]t)/l-92  FA  and  B/4-6C  Arty,  together  with  C(lst  plt)/l -92 
FA  and  3/7- - 1  f  Fa  ah  Whig..  Davis  and  C(3d  pit) /l -92  FA  at  IZ  lonely,  expended 
over  14C9  crljllory  roinds,  thousands  of  40m  Duster  rounds  and  a  large 
amount  of  s.nsj.J  amis  and  automatic  weapons  ammunition  inflicting  hundreds  of 
casualties  among  the  attacking  enemy  forces  while  suffering  minimum  U.  S. 
cai*alt  loo ,  The  crony  defense  was  characterised  by  heavy  ground  to  air  fire, 
B-40  reel; -vs  and  srall  arms  fire.  Activity  recorded  during  the  *-eek  included 
13  assaults  ,yy  i'iro,  b  significant  contacts,  5  road  ambushes,  and  6  incidents 
of  grounc  lo  ale  fire.  For  their  actions  the  artillerymen  of  1st  Battalion 
92d  Artillery  received  the  following  awards?  1  Silver  Star,  1  Distinguished 
Flying  Cross,  9  Bronze  Stars  with  "V",  27  Army  Commendation  Made Is  with  "Vn, 

1  Air  Jfedal  with  "V”  and  1  Cortot  Madio  Badge,  C  Battery  is  being  submitted 
for  an  ARVN  Unit  Award  for  the  period  16  to  20  larch  1971  and  for  the  U,  S, 
Valorous  Unit  Citation, 
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SUBJECTS  After  Action  Report- Phu  Nhon  Relief  Operation 

4,  Corrsunioations  i 

a*  At  the  tine  of  the  attack,  radios  were  distributed  as  follows s 

2  ea  GRC-46  -  IDO  1-92  FA 
1  ea  GRC-46  -  H\CV  Tears 

3  ea  VRC-77  -  MACV  Tears 

1  ea  GRC-46  -  2d  pit,  Btry  C,  1-92  FA 

1  ea  PRC-25  -  Btry  B,  4-60  Arty 

b,  The  following  equipnent  be cane  inoperative  during  the  campaigns 

2  ea  GRC-46  -  IDO  1-92  FA 

1  ea  30  KW  Generator  (destroyed)  -  MiCV  Tears 

2  ea  10  KW  Generator  (destroyed)  -  MkCV  Tean 
1  ea  1,5  DC  Generator  -  IDO  1-92  FA 

c.  The  D,  S,  personnel  at  FSB  Hiller  were  never  without  sufficient 
co'  mini  cations ,  Replacenent  equipnent  was  sent  out  within  24  hours  of  the 
attack, 

5,  logistics : 

a,  94i3  tons  of  supplies  were  airlifted  or  true  ted  into  C  Battery*s 
tnroc  locatictss  at  Weigt  Davis,  FSB  Hiller  and  IZ  lonely, 

b.  Convoys  were  sued  to  take  supplies  to  Weigt  Davis  and  were  unable 
to  go  further  South, 

c.  All  resupply  to  Phu  Nhon  was  accorsplished  with  UH1  helicoptors, 
which  mde  sorties  fron  Weigt  Davis, 

d,  CH-47  hook  sorties  were  used  to  resupply  Weigt  Davis  and  IZ  lonely. 
Duo  to  intense  ground  to  air  fire,  Phu  Nhon  could  not  bo  resupplied  by  hooks, 

6,  Idaison/FbTimsdHOhefrver^Ceams 
a.  Liaison  Tears  s 

(1)  Initially  one  fowvmn  IDO  tean  (l-CPT,  3-J5M)  operated  at  Phu 
Nhon.  It  had  boon  in  position  sinoe  31  Deoenber  1970, 

(2)  As  the  nission  reauirenents  increased,  one  throe-mn  IDO  team 
was  sent  to  the  47th  AHVN  Reginent  and  one  three-mn  IDO  toon  was  sont  to 
the  45th  Reginent, 
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b.  Forward  Obeorver  Tear* : 

(1)  Initially  ono  FO  tean  was  deployed  with  the  45th  Reginont, 

SP4  Rictard  Pnrriah,  SP4  Parrish  distinguished  himself  while  serving  vdth 
the  45th  and  with  the  3rd  Cavalry  in  the  southom  task  force  by  controlling 
artillery  fire,  air  strikes,  guns  nips,  nedivacs  and  mintr.ining  contact  with 
the  battalion  all  during  the  ncrwious  assaults  South  of  Phu  Khon.  SP4 
Parrish  was  with  the  lead  alerents  during  the  conflict  and  did  an  outstanding 
Job  in  kooping  elenonts  im'ornad  of  the  changing  situation  and  his  location 
while  directing  accurate  and  tiroiy  fire  against  the  onery.  Hb  was  seriously 
wounded  and  had  to  be  returned  to  the  rear.  For  his  valorous  actions  SP4 
Richard  Parrish  received  the  Silvor  Star  Medal. 

(2)  Air  observers  were  on  station  during  daylight  hours  throughout 
the  conflict. 

7.  Annunition: 

a.  During  the  aarpaign  fron  16  Mirch  to  21  March  expenditures  were 
reported  by  II  Corps  as  follows: 


P.S. 

ARVN 

SECTOR 

TOTAL 

105m 

— 

6,617* 

780* 

7,397 

p 

f 

V: 

155m 

1,280 

1,052 

— 

2,332 

i 

175m 

99 

- 

— 

99 

1 

8  inch 

22 

— 

— 

22 

Totals 

1,401 

V69 

780 

9,850 

•These  figures  could  not  be  verified  by  U,  S,  artillery  personnel. 


b.  Ammunition  resupply  was  accorplished  by  air  using  CH-47  and  UH1D 
helicopters.  The  road  South  was  cut  off  and  convoys  were  unnble  to  reach 
Phu  Nhon.  Service  Battery  convoyed  to  Woigt  Davis  and  UHlD  helicopters  took 
resupply  fron  there  to  Phu  Nhon, 

8,  losses: 

a.  The  cumulative  results  for  the  period  16  March  when  tho  attack  on 
Phu  Nhon  District  oonncncod  until  21  March  when  the  relief  operation  was 
terminated  are  listed  below, 

b,  Enery  losses: 

387  KIA  (178  of  these  KBA) 
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48  Smll  anas  CIA 
23  Crew-aerved  wen pone  CIA 
2  Radios  (Chinese  Connunist  Manufactured) 

40  6-40  (RPG-2)  Rounds  CIA 
12  62m  Mortar  Rounds  CIA 
o«  Friendly  losses: 


1-g.IA 

Mj. 

im 

R7/PF 

KIA 

0 

1 

45 

25 

VIA 

5 

16 

101 

36 

MIA 

0 

0 

0 

10 

d»  1-92  FA  losses  Included  1  «a  45  Cal  pistol  and  1  ea  M»l6  rifle 
which  were  lost  in  action  by  the  UK)  team. 


1  Incl 

1,  Diagram  of  compound 


ETC,  FA 
Gorra nfling 
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SOUJfcCl  t  After  Aol  lo.i  IV.  jort-7av.  •  lion  Relief  Operation 


29  April  1971 


DIAGRAM  OP  PHU  i!HOK  DISTRICT  r,Q  CLim'lD 


UBP^D: 

s  .  io>n  akvk 
It  m  155  «  U  S 
B  -  Durbar 
K  •  60n  :.jortcr 
R  •  1-60  1C  (VK  15-60s 
A  •  Initial  ettook 
B  •  fl— ond  cttook 


IMA  1  to  Xnel  2 
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Experiences  of  unit  engaged  in  counterinsurgency  operations 
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